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Health Canada has recently licensed a new vaccine against human papillomavirus (HPV).
This vaccine, called Gardasil™, is designed to prevent HPV 6, 11, 16 & 18 related cervical
cancer, cervical dysplasias, vulvar or vaginal dysplasias, or genital warts.

HPV is recognized as a causative agent of cervical cancer (Canada Communicable
Disease Report, Volume 32S1, July 2006). The virus also causes anogenital warts in both
sexes and is associated with anal cancer and cancer of the vulva, vagina and penis.
Based on studies to-date its efficacy range is between 90 to 100 percent against the 4
serotypes of HPV included in the vaccine.

Gardasil™ is a prophylactic vaccine. It is best given to HPV-naïve women and is
approved for use in girls & young women 9 to 26 years of age. It can be given
concomitantly with other vaccines.

Gardasil™ should be administered intramuscularly in the deltoid muscle as 3 separate 0.5
ml doses according to the following schedule:

First dose:......... at elected date
Second dose:.... 2 months after the first dose
Third dose: ....... 6 months after the first dose.

Gardasil™ is currently not a publicly funded vaccine. However, it should be made
available on a cost-recovery-basis by public health units and health centres to
individuals requesting it.

Attachments: Product monograph & consumer information sheets.
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