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This clinical practice is approved.

Title: Enhancement of the Varicella Program

Effective Date: October 01, 2005

Statement of approved clinical practice: The NWT Advisory Committee recommends
that all adolescents in Grade 9 be screened for previous chickenpox disease or
immunization and those who still are susceptible to the disease be immunized where
appropriate.

The mortality from chickenpox in Canada is estimated 1 per 33,000 cases, with highest
mortality in adulthood, followed by infants under 1 year and adolescents. Five per cent of
the population is estimated to be susceptible to varicella after 12 years of age (Ratman,
1999).

The National Advisory Committee on Immunization also recommends universal varicella
protection for all susceptible populations. Offering screening and immunization in grade 9
will facilitate the delivery of this program.

Attachment: Revised NWT Immunization Schedule
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