
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NWT Clinical Practice Information Notice 
 

Upon receipt, please file this notice in 
Section C, Clinical Practice Information Binder for future reference. 

 

 

The information contained in this document is a Departmental: 

 Policy X Standard  Protocol  Procedure  Guideline 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

The following clinical practice has been approved for use in the Northwest Territories  
Health and Social Services system, and has been distributed to: 

X Hospitals X Community Health Centers  Homecare  LTCF X Pharmacists 

X Doctors’ Offices  Social Services Offices X Public Health Units   X  

This clinical practice is approved. 

(signature) 

Assistant Deputy Minister  Chief Medical Health Officer 
 

X Director, Child & Family Services 
 

 Director, Adoptions  

2011 Department of Health and Social Services 
Pg. 103 
 

Title:   Bacille Calmette-Guerin (BCG) Vaccine 

Effective Date: July 2011 
 
Statement of approved Clinical Practice: 
The NWT Advisory Committee on Immunization continues to recommend all infants up to the age of two 
years in the Northwest Territories be offered BCG vaccine.   
 
The formulary of this vaccine can pose risk to both the infant (the recipient) and the vaccinator due to 
the nature of the route of administration and contents of a  live attenuated Mycobacterium  bovis  
vaccine.  
 
All vaccinators (usually registered nurses) must have completed the NWT Immunization Competency 
Exam, accessible through the Department of Health and Social Services website, as well as completing 
their preceptorship in the administration of BCG vaccine. 
 
Please note the BCG vaccine is only distributed to the three major birthing centres and four public 
health units in the NWT. Qualified vaccinators are employed at the three hospitals with birthing services, 
Stanton Territorial Hospital, Fort Smith Community Health Center and Inuvik Regional Hospital. 
 
In the event that an infant is not administered the BCG vaccine at birth (usually within 72 hours), then 
the options for BCG administration in communities without birthing centres are:   
 

 Arrange to have infant vaccinated by certified staff in one of the major birthing centre 
communities by arranging an appointment with the public health unit.  Please note there is no 
medical travel coverage for infant and caregiver ;or 

 Have vaccine administered when a certified vaccinator is in the community; or 

 Discussing other options with your regional manager of community health services. 

Approval for supply in the other communities can be requested by the Office of the Chief Public Health 
Officer. 
 
Attachment: 
NWT Tuberculosis Manual Section 9, BCG Vaccination 
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